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Dearly Beloved, | 

Y hearty Deſire and Prayer to God for you is, that you 

may be ſaved: For which Reaſon, I have Dedicated Ser- 

mons to you, 'which I thought might be proper to convince you of 
the Error of your Ways, ef which, the firſt Edition of this was 
one. And tbe Book ſeller thinking convenient to put out @ ſecond 
Edition, thaugh I ſaw no Qccaſion to make any Alterations in the 


| Diſcourſe itſelf, ( for the Sermon is Word for Word, the ſame it 


was in the firſt Impreſſion, _ unleſs perhaps an Erratum of the 
Preſs be correRted, ) yet I was willing to make a new Addreſs to 


vou on this Occaſion, to deſire you to conſider, that the Matter of + 


this Sermon is of the higheſt Conſequence, the Doctrine of Baptiſm, 


that Sacrament by which we muſt be initiated into Chrilt's Church ; 


That Sacrament without which we are uncapable of receiviug the 
Privileges and Promiſes of the Goſpel. For our Saviour has told 
us with the moſt ſolemn Aſſeveration be was wont to uſe, that 
without. this Sacrament we cannot be admitted into his Kingdom ; 
ſaying, Joh. iii. 5. Verily Verily, I ſay unto thee, except a 
Man be born of Water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter 
into the Kingdam of God. Tt therefore beboves every one for. 


' ouſly to conſider and examine whether be have been born again 


Water in Baptiſm, to which the new Birth by the Spirit, is here 
plainly annexed ; That ſo if any one find that either he or his Chil- 
dren hgve not been ſa born again, he may take care to procure for 
himſelf and them, what is ſo neceſſary for their Salvation. 

Thoſe who are called Baptiſts, inſiſt very much upon the Word 
Man in this Text, and will reſtrain the Signification of it to Per- 
ſons of Riper Tears, and thence infer that Children may be ad-, 
mitted inta the Kingdem of God withqut Baptiſm. But I deſire 
them ig conſider than the Word Man in this Place ſignifies every 
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buman creature, Man, Woman or Child, for the Original 
is, iar jv Tis except a Perſon : So that however dubious the 
Expreſſion may be thought in our Tranſlation, it is plain enough 
in that Language in which the Goſpel was written, and cannot 
there be wreſted to any ſuch doubtful Conſtruction. Beſides, if they 
will reſtrain the Word Man to the ſtricteſt Senſe, they muſt ex- 
ctude Women as well as Children. But the Mord Mas 5s pre- 
perly enough put in this Place, as a Word that in common Ac- 
Ceptation, and even in the Scripture Langnage ſignifies al Man- 
kind. And when we read, Heb, ix. 27. It is appointed unto | 
Men once to die ; They may by the' ſame Argument Jay, that 
Children are not appointed to die, chough Men dre. 

The former Part of this Sermon is chiefly deſign d, to ſhew 0 
Error of the Antipædobaptiſts, and if poſſible to convince them 
of . their Miſtakes about © the Admiſſion Children into Chriſt's 
Church by the Holy Sacrament of Baptiſm. In which I have the 
Opinion of all other Diſſenters (except the Quakers and ſome So- 
Cinians who have utterly rejetted all Baptiſm) concurrent with me. 
But the latter Part of my Sermon affekis all the Diſſenters in gene- 
ral, as Perſons that cannot have true Baptiſm, becauſe they have 
none amongſt them duly authorized to miniſter that Sacrament ;, yet 
J am perſuaded that you all agree with me in what T have largely 
inf ſted on, viz, The Invalidity of Lay-Bap'iſm. For this was, 

is ſtill the DoArine of the Reformed abroad, with whom you 


| 3 to hold Communion : And was the Doctrine of Cartwright 


and the old Puritans of Queen Elizabetkf's Days, from whom you 
are deſcended : And of the Aſſembly of Divines from whom you 
received your Confeſſion of Faith, But your Error lies in this, 
That you fancy thoſe who have taken upon them to be your 
Teachers, are real authorized Miniſters of Chriſt, when in 
Truth chey are but meer Lay-Men. | 
Du cannot but know, for the Scriptures plainly teach it, that 
no Man can lawfully take upon him th: Miniſterial Office ſo as to 
act in Chrilt's Name and by his Authority without a Miſſion from 
him, that no Man taketh this Honour to himſelf, but he thar 
is called of God, as was Aaron. So alſo Chriſt glorified not 
himſelf to be made an High-Prieſt, but he that ſaid unto him, 
Thou art my Son, Heb. v. 4, 5. Thus you ſee as God called 
Aaron by Name to this Office, o alſo he called Chriſt, 2 
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Chriſt v ſocatied;\he glorified pr himſelf to be made an 
High+Prieſt, | be did not preach the  Inſtieute and adminifter 
gauramenes rili he. was pereiculariy — 8. after his Bap- 
tiſm, | mbo then  publickly authorized him by 4 Voice from Heaven, 
feying, This is 9 beloved Son, — 1 Matth. iii. 17. 
Lak, ix. 35. And from that time Jeſus 10 e. preach, 
Marth. ir. 17. And aben be was about Thirty. Years of Age, 
Luk. iti. 23. yet be ſftaid till he was of that Age 2 he entered 
on bis Miniftry, becauſe be was uat called to it before. But when 
God had ſo called Aaron by Name, be did not call bis Deſcendants 
by Name alſo :. But entaif d the | Prieſtboed upon bis Deſcendants 
by a natural Generation, and by Virtue of that natural, Generation 
they were alſo Prieſts as Aaron war, and God owned them as ſuch 
Ii ing as the Jewiſh Church continued; And an the Jewylh Prieſt- 
haodi deſcended to Aaron's Sons by: natural Generation; . ſo the 
Chriſtian Prieſthood deſcended from Chriſt to his Aris nd from 
them, their Succeſſors by a Spiritual Gener ation ; the apoſtles 
were begotten by the Word of Chriſt and made the Hes. of his 
Prieſchood by the Commiſſion which he gave them, when be ſent 
them as he was ſent by the Father, Job, xx. 2.1. And inlike man- 
ner they ſent others, as we learn from the Acts and Epiltles of 
the Apoſeles, as I have ſhewed in the following Diſcourſe, pag. 21, 
22, 22. And in my Sermon of the Honour of the Chriſtian 
3 page Sc. And more largely in my Book, called, 
An Account of Tburch Government and Governours, chap. 
iv, v. to which I refer you. 

Bur now I muſe tell you, that this Succeſſive Spiritual Generati- 
on has failed among your Teachers, and amongſt all thoſe that 
have caſt off Epiſcopacy, becauſe this Succeſſion was ſettled in the 
Epiſcopal Line only, as 1 have ſhewed in #hoſe Books, and has been 
alſo more abundantly proved by others, The French Proteſtants 
bave plainly acknowledged this Failure amongſt themſelves in their 
Confeſſion of Faith, Art. xxxi. where the; ſay, We believe 
that it is not lawful for any Man of his own Authority to take 
upon himſelf the . i of the Church, but that every 
one ought to be admitted thereto by a lawful Election, if 
it may poſhbly be done, and that the Lord do ſo permit it. 


Mhich Exc we have added, þ becauſe 
that cþ Exception it bath A in our Dare) 
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che State ol the Se intertupted, God 
hath ratſed up fome erſons in an Extraordinaxy 
ner koꝛ to repair the Aums ok the - decayed 
ch. Bir let it be what it will, we believe that all 
Paſtors, Elders and Deacons ſhould have a Teſtimony of their 
being called unto their reſpective Offices. Now by Election 
in this Place, they plainly mean Ordination, or an Admiſfon to 
the Miniſterial Office by the Paſtors of the Church: For Eleflion 
or chooſing, it by their Diſcipline to be made by the Baſtors, who 
alſa are to admit the Elett by Impoſition of Hands, as appears 
from their firſt Chapter of Diſcipline, *Can, iv, viii. See 


Quick, Synodicon, pag. 13, 17, 18. 


Now pray examine this Matter a little, theſe Gentlemen tell 
ws, that this Rule is always to be followed, that al{ JPaſto2s, 
Elders and Deacons ſhould have a Teſtimony of thetr 
being called unto their reſpective Offices. Now we find no 


gf? ot her Feſtimony of a Call for Miniſters either in the new Teſt a« 


went, or the ſubſequent Practice of the Church, but Ordination; 
Thus Chriſt was called and ordained by God, the Apoſtles by 


_ Chriſt, and the Apoſtles ordained their Succeſſors the Biſhops, who 


Bave ordained one another ſuccbſſively from thas time to this. This 
they allow to be the ordinary Call, viz, That Men ſhould be elected 
or choſen, admitted or ordained to the Miniſtry, by ſuch 
Paſtors as have received Power ſo to admit them. Dur then 
they acknowledge, that their own firſt Paſtors had not this Call, 
but wire raiſed up in an extraordinary Manner; yet they tell us 
wot what this extraordinary Manner was, Now we find no extra- 
ordinary Call in the New Teſtament, but the Cal of Chriſt him- 
felf by a Voice from Heaven, The Apoſtles were ſent by him, and 
their Succeſſors by them in an ordinary May: And Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles being the firſt that were ſent, teſtified their Miſſion by 
Miracles, But theſe firſt Paſtors amongſt the French Proteſtants 
bad not this extraordinary Call, which is the only extraordinary 
Call warranted by the New Teſtament, nor was the Call they pre- 
tended to atteſted by any Miracles. Therefore it is evident, that 
they had no Call at all : For they themfelves confeſs they had no 
ordinary Call, and for an extraordinary Call, if ie be not 
atteſted by Signs from Heaven, I am ſure no Body is bound ta be» 
lieve it. If therefore their finſs Paltors were kut meer L- Mon, 
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4 iti certain from this Cynfeſſon of .the French Proteſtanes 
they were, then could, they not ordain or ſend others, and thoſe 
who derive tbeir Succeſſion from them can be but meer Lay-Meng 
46 their Predeceſſors were. And, the . ſame may be ſaid of the 
Dutch and Scotch Presby ter ians, whoſe P tors genorally Speak: 
ing had the ſame Original. ds 3 | 
This is certainly a Point of ven great Conſequence, it behoves 
you ſeriouſty to conſider and to examine this Matter, and to enquire 
whether your Teachers do not derive their pretended Ordinations 
from Men, who according to | the French Proteſtants own Con- 
feſſiong had not ſo much as a pretended Ordination. How many 
of them have been ordained in Holland or Scotland, or by Men, 


who derive their Ordinations from thence 2 For theſe Ordinations 


are «ll derived from France and Geneva, whoſe Original, as we 
have it from their own Teſtimony, was. meerly. Lay; Geneva being 
included within the Reformed of France, as you will ſee im 
Quick's Synodicon. All therefore who derive their Ordinations 
from thence, are certainly but Lay- Men, though it could be proved, 
(as certainly it cannot) that meer Presbyters could Ordain : For 

theſe by their own Confeſſion, were not ſa much as Presbyters. 
But ſome of your Teachers perhaps will tell you, that they derive 
not their Miſſion from France and Geneva, but from Presbyters 
of the Church of England, ordained by our Engiiſh Biſhops, 
and therefore have the ſame Succeſſion from the Apoſtles that we 
have. Baxter, Calamy, and other eminent Presbyterians of 
the laſt Age, were ordained by Biſhops of the Church of England; 
very true, and therefore they were lawfully ordained Perſons. © But 
then theſe Men were but Presbyters; and it is very certain, that 
Presbyters of the Church of Engiand, never had Authority to 
Ordain other Presbyters (:hough it could be proved, as it never 
can, for the contrary is demonſtrable, that Presbyters in the Pri- 
mitive Church might have ordained) and therefore if theſe Presby- 
ters did pretend to ordain others, the Orders ſo pretendedly given 
were no Orders, and thoſe on whom they were pretendedly conferred, 
continued meer Lay-Men, and therefore ſo muſe all be that have 
been derived from them, But I am perſuaded, that there are not now 
many amongſt you, that have ſo much as this Original : For the 
Independents, and Antipzdobaptiſts being now the prevailing 
Sets, JW will, if you will take the Pains to examine, find that 
all 


| 
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alt het Teachers bad here meer La- Original, which . in 
the Time of the Rebellion againſt K; Charles be Frſ. 
Therefore, Jince it is fo evident, 'ſo' demion#rably apparent, that 
your Teachers are but meer Laymen, baving no Authority from 
God to minifter the Word and Sacraments,” how\tan you expeBt to 
receive any real Spiritual Benefit from that Word, and Sacraments 
fo pretendedly miniftered without any Authority or Warrant from 
God ? If you ſuy, that you ſee God bleſſes their Miniftry, by the 
Converſions wrought by their Miniftrations,' which is what I have 
beard from ſome of you '; 'confider I beſeech you, that is no more 
than all ImpoRtors may plead when they draw in a Number of 
Followers, ' and none more than Mahomet "binifelf. Has not he 
converted, I ſhould ſay perverted. vaſt Nations and Countries, ave 
not his Followers ſtritt in their Ways, and mit upright in their 

Dealings, do they not lead virtuous Lives, according to his Laws? 
Undoubtedly they do, to the Shame of many Chriſtians, Ter ſure 

we ſhall not give this grand Impoſtor the Name of a true Prophet, 
becauſe his Preaching he has wrought ſuch Effet s. 

Let me therefore entreat you #0 conſider theſe Matters ſeriouſly, 


48 things on which your Eternal Salvation depends : And do not 


tale Phins to deceive your ſelves with vain Fancies and frivolous 
Arguments, nor venture your Eternal Salvation on ſo ſlight a Se- 


Curity as you would not venture the ſmalleſt. Part of your Temporal 


EStates, I know that I am become your Enemy becauſe I have told 
you the Truth: For I have never done any of you any other Injury. 
And if ou will think this an Injury, I am forry for it: But how- 


ever, I ſhall not forbear to pray for you in the Words of our 


Church, God give you in this World the Knowledge of his 
Tryth, and in the World to come Life everlaſting. 


lam 5 
Your Faithful Friend, 
Spring-Grove, Zaſter- and moſt Humble Servant 
Monday, 1714. | 
in Chriſt Jeſus, 


Tho, BRB. 


M ar. xxviii. 19. 


Go ye therefore, and teach all Nations, 


baptizing them in the Name of the 
> Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost. 


HESE Words contain that Commiſ- 
ſion, which our Saviour, a little before 
his Aſcenſion into Heaven, gave to his 
Diſciples, in order to Authorize them to 

encreaſe and enlarge his Church, by the Solemn Ad- 
miſſion of new Members into it, after a particular 
Form and Manner which he here preſcribes to them. 
The Text itſelf is well known and remember'd by 
moſt Perſons, but I am afraid is not ſo well obſerved, 
and underſtood as it ought to be. It is very fre- 
quent in the Mouths of a particular Se& of Men, 
who miſunderſtand and miſapply it, as if it plainly 
tended to make Infants uncapable of Bapriſm, It 
is alſo, I am afraid, not ſuſficienily obſerv'd by ma- 
ny, with relation to the Perſons, to whom this 
Commiſſion is granted. 

All Sets and Parties, except the Quakers, ſeem 
ſenfible, that Baptiſm is hereby made a perpetual 
Sacrament, or Divine Inſtitution, ordained by 
Chri himſelf for the Admiſſion of Members into 
his Church; but all do not ſeem ſufficiently ſenſible, 
who are the Perſons to whom this Authority is given, 
to admit Members into the Body of Chri#, but are 
apt co think, if a Perſon is baptiz'd, it matters not 

by 
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by whom that Ordinance is admiaiſtered ; That al- 

tho for Order ſake, it may be moſt fit and proper 

to have it performed by ſuch as are ſet apart for 

Holy Functions and Miniſtrations; yet, if the Thing 

be done by any other Perſon, it is nevertheleſs valid, 

and that the Baptiſm is good, and the Perſon who | 

has receiv'd it from the Hands even of a meer Lay- 
man, is as good a Chriſtian, and as much a Member 

of the Church, as he that has received it from a 

Prieſt. 

I ſhall therefore in the following Diſcourſe, en- 

deavour to eſtabliſh theſe Two Points, | 

Feirſt, That there is nothing in this Text, which 
tends to make Iofants uncapable of, or unqualify dd 
for Baptiſm, but the contrary : And 

Secondly, That it is no indifferent Matter by whom 
any Perſon is baptiz d, becauſe Chriſt in theſe Words 
has plainly authoriz'd a particular Order of Men, 
to perform this Office. 

I. Fir# then, There is nothing in this Text . 
which tends to make Infants uncapable of, or un- 
qualify'd for Baptiſm, bur the contrary, There is 
a well knowa Sect, which call themſelves Baprifts, 

as if they were the only truly baptiz'd Chriltians, 
and that no others beſides have any true Baptiſm 
amongſt them: They love to call themſelves Bap- 
tized Believers, as if none but They, notwithſtanding 
they are Believers, could claim the Grace and Be- 
nefits of Baptiſm. But let them aſſume what Name 
or Appellation they pleaſe, and pride themſelves 
with a vain Boaſt, I am firmly perſuaded, and 
doubt not to prove it alſo, that they are neither true 
Believers, nor yet truly baptiz' d. This is the Sect 
which denies Baptiſm to Infants, and pretends to 
prove from this Text, That ſuch are neither qua- 
lify'd for, nor capable of Baptiſm. They tell us, 
That the Words are, Teach all Nations, baptizing | 
them, therefore lay they, I: 3s neceſſary that all Per- 
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Chris Commiſſion to Baptize. 3 
ſons ſhould be taught before they are baptix d, but In- 
fants are unqualify'd for Teaching, and uncapable of 
it, conſequently they are unqualify'd for, and uncapable 
of Baptiſm, It is true, the Words in our Engliſh 
Bibles are, Teach all Nations, baptizing them : But 
the Holy Evangeliſt, who wrote by the Inſpiration 
of the Holy Ghoſt, did not write his Book in our 
Language, and therefore, if our Tranſlators have 
not in this Place given us the true Senſe of the 


Original, we ought not to build any Doctrine upon 
that, which they have plainly miſinterpreted, And 


therefore by the way, I muſt give you a Caution, 
that you be very careful that you be not led away 
into new Notions or Opinions, contrary to the re- 
ceiv'd Doctrine of our Church, becauſe you may 
be ſhew'd ſome particular Text of Scripture, which 
as it lies in our common Bibles, may ſeem oppo» 
Gre to it: But in all ſuch Caſes have recourſe to your 
Paſtors, who underſtand the Original Language, 
and be firſt ſatisfy'd by them, that the Words are 
rightly and truly tranſlated, and that you have a 
right Notion and Underſtanding of them : Our 
Tranſlation, God be prais'd, is generally very good; 
and may for the moſt part be depended on, but not 
in all Caſes, and therefore when Scruples ariſe about 
any particular Paſſage, it is neceſſary to have Re- 
courſe to the Original, ” 

In the Text now under our Conſideration, 

There is clearly a Miſtake in our Tranſlation, 
and it ſhould not be faid, Teach all Nations, but Diſ- 
ciple all Nations, baptizing them: That is, Gather 
Diſciples out of all Nations by Baptiſm, or make f Diſ» + Note, 
ciples or Chriſtians of all Nations by baptizing them, That theſe 
Now a Diſeiple is a Learner, a Perſon put under the ve rds 
Diſcipline and Inſtruction of another, to be taught, * — 
directed, and guided by him, and ſuch as He ſhall o Ch. 
depute for that Purpoſe, Therefore, when our Sa- ſtians Jare 
viout gave his Apoſtles ws FR. To Diſciple the Margi- 
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nal Read- ail Nations, baptizing them in the Name of the Father, 
us. Fad and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, He thereby 
themick Plainly required of them, that they ſhould make uſe 
Engliſh of the Ceremony of Baptiſm, to admic Scholars or 
Bibles, Learners into the School of Chriſt, and thereby ro | 
put them under the Diſcipline, Inſtruction, and | 
Guidance, of the Three Perſons in the Bleſſed Tri- 
nity, God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy 
Ghoſt, to he taught and directed by theſe Three 
Perſons and one God, and to be obedient to him in 
all Things, as Scholars or Learners to their Maſter. 
And being thus admitted into the School of Chriſt, 
then they are to be inſtructed and taught ſuch 
Things, as are proper for them to obſerve and do. 
For which Reaſon our Lord adds, in the Words fol- 
lowing the Text, another Precept for the Inſtruction 
of thoſe that are thus made Diſciples, Teaching them, 
ſays he, to obſerve all Things whatſoever I have com- 
manded you. | 
Now a Child, an Infant, maybe admitted under 
the Care, and Conduct of a Maſter, even from the 
Womb, if any Maſter will be ſo kind as to take 
him into his Houſe or Family ſo young. And this 
Chriſt' bas-ſhew'd himſelf to be ready and willing to 
Mar, x, do: For we read in the Goſpel, "That they brought 
13. young Children to him, that he ſhould touch them, «nd 
| bs Diſciples rebuked thoſe that brought them But when 
Jeſus ſaw it, he was much diſpleaſed, and ſaid unto 
them, ſuffer the little Children to come unto me, and 
forbid them not: For of ſuch is the Kingdom of God. 
This is a very plain Evidence, that Chriſt is willing 
to take Infants, or young Children into his own im- 
mediate Care and Protection, to have them dedi- 
. cated to him, brought into his Houſe or Family the 
. ous which he uſually in the Goſpel calls by the 
ame of the Kingdom of Heaven, Shall we fay 
then, that they are unqualified, or uncapable to be 
made his-Diſceples, when he has fo plainly ** os 
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That his Family, Church or Kingdom, belongs to ſuch 


as are fo qualified? 

Again, when any Perfon is admitted into a 
School to be a Diſciple, Scholar or Learner in that 
Place, either he himſelf (if he be of Years of Dif- 
cretion capable to do it) or bis Parents, or Guar- 


dians in his Name (if he be under Years of Diſcre- 


tion) muſt Covenant with the Maſter on this Occa- 
ſion. And if the Covenant is intended to be bind- 
ing and ſtrong, and to tye both Parties to the Per- 
formance of it for a certain Term, as is the Caſe 


of Apprentices, who are put out and bound for ſe. 


veral Years, the Covenant, Contract or Agreement 
maſt be ſign'd and fea d. The Diſciple or Appren- 
tice engages to be dutiful and obedient to his 
Maſter, and the Maſter engages to maintain, and 
make all due and proper Proviſion for the Apprentice 
or Diſciple, and to inſtruct and teach him the My- 
ſteries of his Profeſſion. And tho? the Perſon thus 
bound be under Years of Diſcretion, he is never- 
theleſs a Scholar, Diſciple or Apprentice to his Maſter, 
and they are both bound to perform the Conditions 
of the Covenant, ſo far as they are capable of doing 
ir, The Diſciple or Apprentice is bound to be du- 
tiful and obedient to his Maſter, fo far as he is able, 
and the Maſter to provide for, maintain and inſtruct 
him fo far as he is capable of Learning. And the 
Caſe is the ſame, whether the Contract were made 
by the Diſciple or Apprentice himſelf immediately, 
or by others in his Name, 

It is plain therefore, that Infants or Children un- 
der Years of Diſcretion, are not unqualified or un- 
capable of being made Diſciples, that is Scholars, 
Learners or Apprentices. Since the Contra& or 
Covenant which makes a Diſciple, may be, and 
uſually is made, not directly and immediately by 
the Diſciple, Learner or Apprentice himſelf, but by 
orhers in his Name, When our Bleſſed 3 

then 
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Phe Extent of 
then gave his Apoſtles Commandment, to make al 
Nations Diſciples, that is, to make all People his Scho- 


lars or Apprentices, to coverant with them that they 


ſhould be dutiful and obedient to him; and that 
then he would take them into his Church, Family 


or Kingdom; provide for them, maintain them, 


and inſtruct them in thoſe holy Myſteries, which 


ſhall qualifie them to enjoy that eternal Happineſs, . 


which he has prepared for them, and to Seal this 
Covenant by Baptizing them; And then to reach 
them all things whatſoever he had commanded : He very 
plainly ſhew'd, that he by no Means intended to 
exclude Infants from this Blefling, Becauſe, In- 
fants are no leſs capable of being put under the Care 


and Conduct of a Maſter, to be diſciplined and 


inſtructed by him, as they ſhould become capable 


of Learning, than Perſons of riper Years. Nay, 
if we believe our Lord himſelf, little Children are 
indeed naturally better qualified, to be made his 
Diſciples than elder Perſons : For, before Perſons of 
riper Yezrs can be qualified to enter into bis Diſci- 
pleſbip, into his Church, or the Kingdom of God, 
they mult rake Pains to make themſelves what Chil- 
dren are by Nature. Verily I Jay unto you, ſays 
Chriſt, Except ye be converted and become as little 
Children, ye ſhall not enter into the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven. Whoſoever therefore, ſhall bumble himſelf es this 
little Child, the ſame is greateſt in the Kingdom of 
Heaven, You fee therefore, even in our Saviour's 
own Opinion, that Children have one Qualification 
for Diſcipleſhip, which elder Perſons naturally have 
not, and that is Humility. 
This Virtue of Humility is abſolutely neceſſary for 
a Diſciple, For, it behoves a Learner to be ſenſible 
of his own Ignorance and Want of Underſtanding, 
in thoſe Things wherein he defires to be inſtructed ; 
For, if he judges himſelf to be as wiſe as his Maſter, 
ke will have no Regard to his Maſter's latach 
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He will diſpute and argue againſt his Doctrines, and 
examine the Reaſonableneſs of his Commands, before 
he will be prevailed with to obey them. Thus is 
certainly very unbecoming a Diſciple ; A Maſter 
will ſoon be weary of that Scholar, that thinks he 
is wiſer than himſelf, and regards not his Inſtructi- 
ons; or of that Servant, who will continually diſ- 
pute and argue againſt the Reaſonableneſs of his 


| Commaiids. So Chriſt cannot approve of ſuch Diſ- 


ciples, as will not believe his Doctrines or obey his 
Commands, unleſs they be ſuch, as they by their 
own natural Underſtanding judge to be reaſonable. 
For his Doctrines are ſome of them myſterious, be- 
yond the Capacity of human Underſtanding : And 
bis Precepts are many of them harſh and ſevere, 
diſagreeable to the Conſtitution of Fleſh and Blood, 
in their mere natural Capacity, And therefore 
Children, or thoſe who humble themſelves as Chil- 
dren, and rely not on their own Knowledge and 
Underſtanding, ſo much as to bring it into any 
Competition with that of their Maſter, are, accor- 
ding to our Saviour's own Declaration, moſt capable, 
and beſt qualified to be his Diſciples : Of ſuch, ſays 
he, is the Kingdom ¶ Heaven: That is, his Diſciples, 
for whom the Kingdom of Heaven is prepared, muſt 
be qualified with that Humility and Submiſſion to 
Chriſt, which Children naturally ſhew to their Go- 
vernours and Inſtruftors. And if Children are thus 
naturally qualified to ſubmit and obey, which 
is the proper Accompliſhment or Qualification 
of a Diſciple, even according to our Saviour's own 
Doctrine, ſhall we ſay, that they are unqualified to 
be made Chriſt's Diſciples? 

But it is objected, that notwithſtanding all this, 
it 15 very evident, that the Apoſtles, ro whom this 
Commiſſion was given, required Faith and Repentance 


in thoſe whom they baptized. That St. Perer in his 


firſt Sermon, after the Deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt, ſays, 
Repont 
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Repent and be baptized every one of you in the Name of 
Jeſus Chriſt. Then they that gladly received his Word 
were baptized. That when the Eunuch deſired to be 
baptized, Philip ſaid, If thou believeſt with all thine 
Heart thou mayeſt, And he anſwered and ſaid, ] believe 
that Jeſus Chriſt i: the Son of God, And then Philip 
baptized bim. With ſeveral other like Inſtances. 
It is alſo ſaid, that this is the Doctrine of the Church 
of England; for when it is asked in the Church Ca- 


techiim, What is required of Perſons to be baptized 2 - 


The Anſwer appointed to be given to that Queſtion 
is, Repentance, whereby they forſake Sin; and Faith, 
whereby they ſtedfaſtly believe the Promiſes of God, made 
to them in that Sacrament, So that, both according 
to the Scriptures, and the Doctrine of the Church of 
England agreeable to the Scriptures, both Faith and 
Repentance are plainly required in Perſons to be bap- 
tized. Conſequently that Infants, who cannot repent 
and believe, ought not to be baprized. 

ln Anſwer to which, it is to be obſerved, that 
every Diſciple ſhould be at Peace with his Maſter, 
becauſe, if there be any Enmity between the Scholar 
and Maſter, it will be a great Obſtruction to the 
Diſcharge of thoſe Duties which the Scholar owes 
to his Maſter, and of thoſe Benefits which he ſhould 
receive from him. Now our Sins ſer us at Enmity 
with God, and all Perſons who live to Years of 
Diſcretion commit ſuch Sins as to provoke God to 


that Degree, that we may be well aſſured, He will 


not receive them to be his Diſciples, without Repen- 


rance and Promiſes of Amendment. Therefore, 
when Perſons of riper Years are to be baptized, it is | 


neceflary that Repentance be required of them, in 
order to their being made Diſciples of Chriſt. But 
Infants have no ſuch Sins to repeat of, as all Perſons 


© of riper Years have: They neither are, or can be 
guilty of any actual Tranſgreſſions. There is no- 


thing in them, beſides the Original Corruption of 
Nature, 
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Qprifts Commiſſion to Baptize. 
Narvfe, which we bring into the World with us, 
that can be in the leaſt 'offenfive to God: And their 
Innocence as to all actual Sin, plainly gives them 
as good a Title to the Grace of Reconciliation, as 
the Repentance of another Perſon. And therefore 


| the Apoſtles requiring Repentance from thoſe grown 


Perſons they baptized, is no 1 that Infants 
are to be excluded from that Sacrament, becauſe 
they cannot repent : For as they cannot repent, ſo 
neither can they ſin, which is the only thing that 
makes Repentance neceflary. And he that is innocent 
or free from actual Sin, is certainly in as good a 
Caſe, as he that has committed Sin and repented of 
it. Would not any ot you be at leaſt as well pleaſed 
with, and as willing to ſhew Kindneſs to a Man 
that never offended you, as to one that had offended 
and beg*d your Pardon? | 

Again, the Apoſtles indeed required, that grown 


” Perſons, whom they baprized, ſhould believe, and 
make Profeſſion of their Faith: 


And it is freely 
granted, that this alſo was neceſſary. If a grown 
Perſon think it convenient to become a Diſciple to 
any Man, that is, to put himſelf to School to him, 
or to be bis Apprentice; it is certain, that he muſt 
believe that Man to be both able and willing to teach 
and inſtruct him in that Profeſſion he deſires to learn, 
that he may obtain a comfortable Subſiſtence by it. 
But this hinders not, but that a Child may be put 
under the Care and Tuition of the ſame Maſter, 


* though he himſelf neither knows or believes any 
thing for want of proper Capacities : And in this 


Caſe, the Belief of the Parent, Guardian or other 
Perſon, who puts him under the Care of that Ma- 
ſter, is plainly ſufficient : And if the Child does 
believe as he grows up, and comesto Years of better 
Underſtanding, that bis Maſter is both able and 
willing to inſtruct him, in the Profeſſion he is de- 
firous to learn, that he may have a comfortable Sub- 

C ſiſtence 
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ſiſtence by it, 'tis enough. And yet after he comes 
to profeſs and be ſatisfied in this Belief, he is no 
more a Diſciple, no more a Scholar or Apprentice 
than he was before. So, when one that is at Years 
of Diſcretion, would be made a Diſciple of Chriſt by 
Baptiſm, it is neceſſary that he have Faith in the 
Holy Trinity, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Ghoſt, in whoſe Name he is to be baptized, and to 
whom he is to be made a Diſciple. That he ſhould 


believe, that Chriſt is the Ny, the Truth and the ff 


Life, That He will inſtruct him in the Way of 
Life, that in His School the Church he ſhall learn 
that holy Profeſſion, which ſhall afford him not 
only a comfortable, but a glorious and bleſſed Sub- 
ſiſtence, a moſt deſirable and happy Life to all Eter- 
nity, a Life and Livelihood that ſhall never have 
End. But this hinders not, but that a Child may 
be made a Diſciple of Chriſt, and be put under His 
Care and Tuition, tho? it cannot actually have, or 
make Profeſſion of this Faith at the very Time of 
Admiſſion into His School or Church. In this Caſe 

as in the former, between Man and Man, the Belief 
or Faith cf thoſe who bring him to be made a Diſciple, 
and to put him into the School of Chriſt, and who 
promiſe Faith and Repentance in the Child's Name, 
is ſufficient, And 'tis enough, that the Child have, 
and make out ward Profeſſion of this Faith and Re- 


pentance, as he grows up and comes to Years of 
better Underſtanding. | 


As therefore our Church acknowledges Faith and 
Repentance to be required in Perſons to be baptized, + 
yet ſhe nevertheleſs enjoyns the Baptiſm of Infants, | 
and gives this Reaſon fo 


or it, becauſe they promiſe them 


both, that is, both Faith and Repentance, by their 
Sureties, which Promiſe when they come to Age, them- 
ſelves are bound to perform. For, as Children may 
be put under the Care of a Guardian, Maſter, or 
Tutor, before they are capable of learning * 

885 im, 


© —_ _—_ a— nn _—_— 


N 


Chris Cammiſſon to. Baptize. 


bim, or being inſtructed by him; yet, as they grow 


up, and become capable of Learning, they are 
bound to be taught and governed by him; and to 


rform thoſe Covenants, which thoſe that put them 


under ſuch Guardianſhip and Tuition, contracted 
and promiſed in their Names; fo, when Infants are 
made Diſciples of Chriſt, they are put under His 
Guardianſhip and Tuition by their Sureties, whom 
we call Godfathers and Godmothers, who promiſe and 
vow in the Child's Name; and then as the Child 
grows up, and becomes capable of performing the 
Duties of ſuch a Diſciple, he is bound to do what 
his Sureties promiſed in his Name. And if he fails to 
do ir, he forfeits his Right to thoſe Bleſſings, and to 
that Inheritance which Chriſt has purchaſed for him, 
and which belong to all thoſe Diſciples which per- 
form the Duties of the Covenant. 

Now, that Children may enter into Covenant 
with God, is evident from the Scriptures, becauſe 


It 


the Fewiſh Children were ſo entered by Circumciſion: Gen. xvii. 


For God ſaid to Abraham when he covenanted with 10. 
him, This' is my Covenant, which ye ſhall keep between 12. 


me and you, and thy Seed after thee ; every Man-Child 


among you ſhall be circumciſed. And he that is eight 14. 


Days old ſhall be circumciſed among you, And the un- 
circumciſed Man-Child ſhall be cut off from his People ; 


He hath broken my Covenant. Allo Moſes ſays, Te Deut. 
ſtand this Day all of you before the Lord your God, you XXIX. 10 
and your little ones © That thou ſhouldſt enter into Cove- $05 0 


nant with the Lord thy God. 


Since then it is ſo evident, both from the Reaſon 
and Nature of the "Thing, and from the Scriptures 
alſo, that Children are capable of being entered into 
the Covenant of Diſcipleſhip with God, and our Sa- 
viour commanded to make all Nations Diſciples, 
without the leaſt Intimation, that Infants ſhould be 
excluded]; it is manifeſt that there is nothing in this 
Text which tends to make Infants uncapable of, or 
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unqualified for Baptiſm, but the direct contrary : 
And this very Text, not only permits, but plainly 
obliges us to admit Infants into Chriſt's Church by 
Baptiſm, —_ LY 
Therefore let me intreat you, that you be not led 
2 Pet. iii. away, or ſeduced by ſuch as are unlearned and unſta- 
16. ble, who wreſt the Scriptures to their own Deſtrufion, 
who falſly apply a wrong Tranſlation of this Text, 
to countenance and ſupport their own Dreams and 
Mat. xv. Fancies, Teaching for Doftrines the Commandments of 
9. Men. They conſider not, that Baptiſm is a Grace 
or Favour of God, by which we are made his Cho- 
ſen or Adopted Children, and that Infants are as 
capable of being made Children of God, as elder 
Perfons, becauſe, they are as capable of his Favour 
or Grace. They will not obſerve the Order pre- 
ſcrib'd by our Saviour, when he commanded all Na- 
tions to be made his Diſciples. That they were firſt 
to be made Diſciples by Baptiſm, and then to be 
eaught all things whatſoever he bad commanded. That 
the Apoſtles alſo proceeded in this manner. That 
the very firſt Day they publiſh'd the glad Tidings of 
Act. ii. 41. the Goſpel, they baptiz'd three thouſand Souls, That 
it was not poſſible that ſo many Perſons, could in 
that time be inſtructed in all the Duties of the Chri- 
ſtian Religion, and conſequently, that many, not 
to ſay molt of the Doctrines of Chriſtianity, were 
taught them afterwards, It is therefore evident, 
that they were only then admitred into the School 
of Chriſt, in order to their Inſtruction. And are 
not Children capable of being thus admitted? Can- 
not they, as well as elder Perſons, be entered into 
the School or Diſcipleſhip of Chriſt, in order to learn 
as ſoon as they are capable, what is the Duty of a 
Chriſtian ? They may undoubtedly : And being ſo 
admitted, do belong to the School or Church of 
Chriſt, and are no leſs his Diſciples, than the moſt 
wile and knowing Chriſtians, Since therefore ou 
| TW 
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Chriſt's Commiſſion to Baptize. 
Children are capable of the Grace of Baptiſm, as 1 
truſt,” I have convinc'd you that they are; I hope 
you will not need any Arguments, to perſuade you 
to bring them to receive this Sacrament in their In- 
fancy: Becauſe, if it be a Privilege or Advantage, 
as undoubtedly it is a very great one, to be made 
a Diſciple of Chriſe : You ought as ſoon as poſſible, 
to procure this Privilege for them, for if they dye 
without it, we have no Promiſe to rely upon for 
their Salvation. I will therefore now proceed to 
ſhew you, | ; | : 

II. - Secondly, That it is no indifferent Matter, by 
whom any Perſon is baptiz d, becauſe, Chriſe in the 
Words of the Text, has plainly Authoriz'd a partie 
cular Order of Men to perform this Office. The 
Words of the Text are, Go Y E therefore and Diſ- 
Ciple all Nations, baptizing them. The Word Te, 
plainly denotes the Perſons he was then ſpeaking to, 
and unto whom he gave this Commiſion to baprize. 
And it is evident from the Context, that the Perſons 
he here Authorizes or Commiſſions for this Office, 
were not the whole Body of his Diſciples, but a 
ſelett Number of them, which he had choſen out 
of the reſt, to whom he committed that Power and 
Authority which was given to himſelf. For, our 
Lord's Diſciples, were at the Time of the Reſur- 
rection above Five Hundred, as we learn from 
St. Paul who tells us, That after his Reſurrection 


and before his Aſcenſion, He was ſeen of above Five 1 Cor. xv, 


Hundred Brethren at once» And yet but Eleven of 6 
theſe were by this Commiſſion Authoriz'd to Baptize. 
This we learn, a few Verſes before the Text, Then 


the Eleven Diſciples went away into Galilee, into 4 


Mountain where Jeſus had appointed them, And Jeſus 
came and ſpake unto them, ſaying, All Power is given 
anto me both in Heaven and in Earth. Go M E there- 
fore and Diſciple all Nations, baptizing them, in the 
Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
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Dhbe Hxtent , 
Gboſt. It is evident from this Place, That our Sa- 
viour did not give this Commiſſion or Authority at 
large to all his Diſciples, but only to theſe Eleven, 
For he did not meet them by Accident, but by Ap- 

intment : And if he had intended to have Autho- 
rid more at this time, he would have ordered more 
to have met him at this Mountain in Galilee. Alſo 
he did not ſay to them, D. you and the reſt of your 
Brethren go and Diſciple all Nations, but, Go ye, 


that is, Je to whom I now ſpeak, I whom I ap- 


pointed to meet me here, that I might confer ſuch 
Authority upon you, Go ye and Diſciple all Nations, 
baptizing them. This is a plain particular Separation of 
them, for this Work and Office, excluſive of ail others. 
For if Chriſt had deſign' d to have empowered all his 
Diſciples in general, to have admitted others into his 
Church, he would not have ſelected Eleven of them 
on this Occaſion, without raking any notice of the reſt. 
Conſider that we are the Soldiers of Jeſus Chriſt, 
and he Las choſen every good Chriſtian to be a Sol- 
dier. Now every Soldier muſt be liſted into the 
Service of his General or Sovereign, by ſuch Perſon 
as has received a Commiſſion from the Sovereign fo 
to liſt him. And no Perſon can liſt any into the 
Service of the Sovereign, bur thoſe who have re- 
ceived a Commiſſion fo to do. And the Sovereign 
by granting ſuch Commiſſions, evidently excludes 
all that are uncommiſſioned from meddling in this 
Matter. Now Chriſt is the Sovereign of the Church, 
All Power is given unto him, both in Heaven and in 
Earth : And God gave him to be the Head over all 
Things to the Church, Whoever therefore is admitted 
into the Church, whoſoever is liſted under his Ban- 
ner, to be his faithful Soldier and Servant, as we 
all are by Baptiſm, muſt be admitted or liſted by 
ſoch as have received a Commiſſion from Him for 
that Purpoſe. It appears ſrom the Text, that Chriſt 
did grant a Commiliton to cleven Perſons, to admit 
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Chriſt” s Commiſſion to Baptize. 
Members into His Church by Baptiſm, and to no 
more at that Time. Therefore all others were evi 
dently excluded from meddling in this Matter: Ber 
cauſe the-very granting a Commiſſion, manifeſtly. 
proves, that thoſe which are uncommiſſioned have 
no Authority or Power to act in that Buſineſs fbr 
which the Commiſſion is granted. For if they had, 
there would be no need > granting ſuch a Commiſ- 
ſion. And Chriſt by making Choice of theſe Eleven 
out of above five Hundred, evidently ſhewed, that 
He never intended that the Buſineſs which he autho- 
rized them to do, ſhould be performed by every one 
that would take upon him to execute it. As there- 
fore a Man who ſhould be liſted into the Service of 
his Sovereign, by one who has received no Comtniſ- 
ſion or Authority from the Sovereign to liſt him, 
would not be truly and properly a Soldier, how 


much ſoever he might think himſeif to be one, and 


both the Perſon Liſting, and the Perſon Liſted after 
that Manner, mi ght juſtly incur the high Diſplea- 
ſure of the Sovereign for ſuch Contempt of his Au- 
thority and Mockery of his Commiſſion; ſo, a 
Man baptiz d by one that has received no Commiſſi- 
on from Chriſt to make Diſciples, or to liſt Soldi- 
ers into bis Service, cannot be truly and properly a 


Diſciple of Chriſte, and both the Baprizer and Bap- 


tized afier that manner, may have juſt Cauſe to fear 
our Lord's High Diſpleaſure, for this Contempt of 
his Authority, and Mockery of his Commiſſion. 
Again, Baptiſm is no Part of Natural Religion, it 
is a Poſitive Inſtitution ordained by Chriſt himſelf, 
and therefore no Man can have a Natural Right to 
the Miniſtration of it; The Power to adminiſter it 
muſt be Paſitive, and can belong to none but only 
ſuch as Chriſt has, or ſhall authorize by the Inſtitu- 
tion. Now it is evident, from the Text, compared 
with ſome other Portions of Scripture, I have al- 
ready Cited, that out of aboye Five Hundred Bre- 


thren 


* 
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thren or Diſciples, Chriſt made choice of but Eleven, 
to whom he gave Power to put in Practice this Iu- 
ſtitution; he ſolected thoſe ftom the reſt, appointed 
them to meet him by themſelves without any other 
Company, and then committed to their Charge the 


Making or Admiſſion of more Diſciples into bis 
Church out of all Nations. He ſhewed himfelf to 


all the reſt of his Diſciples after his Reſurrection, 
and freely converſed with them; but when he ap- 
polated the Sacrament of Baptiſm, for the Admiſſion 
of all Nations into Diſcipleſhip, he choſe only Eleven 


out of the reſt, to whom he committed that Dilpen- 


ſation. The Perſons therefore, by whom Baptiſm 
is to be adminiſtered, are plainly as poſitive a Part of 
the Inſtitution, as any thing elſe relating to that Or- 
dinance. If Chriſt had had but Eleven Diſciples at 
this time, when he commanded them to Diſczple all 


Nations baptizing them, we might have concluded, 


That whoſoever was a Diſciple of Chrift, might have 


made other Diſciples, by Miniſtering this Sacrament 


to them : But whereas, he had above Five Hundred 
Diſciples, and yet at this time thought fit ro autho- 
rize but Eleven of them, to be the Miniſters of Bap- 
tiſm, it is plain, that a Man's being himſelf a Diſ- 
ciple, gives him no Authority, ro make any other 
Perſon fo by Baptiſm. * 

We may alſo further conſider, That Baptiſm is a 
Seal of a Contract or Covenant between God and 
the Perſon to be baptiz d. The Perſon to be bap- 
tiz d, promiſes by himſelf, or by others in his 
Name, That he will renounce the Devil and all his 
Works, antl corfflantly believe God's holy Word, and obe- 


dienely keep hit Commandments : God alſo promiſes on 


his Part, That he will vouthſafe to receive him, to re- 


| leaſe him of his Sins, to ſanftify him with the Holy 


Ghoſt, ro give him the Kingdom of Heaven and Ever- 
laſting Life. Now, though a Parent or Guardian 
may contract for a Minor, who is unable "—_ 

| tract 
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tract for himſelf, in Matters which ſpall be for the 
apparent Advantage of his Minor, without any 
Deputation from his Child or his Ward, to enable 
him to make ſuch a Contract; yer, ir would be 
highly preſumptuous in any Man to pretend to con- 
tract for his Superiour, without a Deputation from 
him to do ſo. Or, will any Superiour think him- 
ſelf bound by ſuch a Contract? It muſt therefore 
be the higheſt Preſumption imaginable for a Man 
to pretend to make a Contract for God, or in His 
Name, who has never received any Deputation 
from Him for that Purpoſe: Nor do God's Pro- 
miſes in any wiſe bind him to perform the Condi- 


* tions of a Covenant made in his Name by one 


whom he has not authoriz'd, or deputed, to Cove- 
nant for him. Where God gives a Man a Comiſ- 
ſion, or Authority, to Covenant in his Name, and 
to bind the Contract by a particular Seal or Inſtitu- 


tion ; there is no Doubt can be made, but he will 
7 ſtand to the Terms of the Covenant, and perform 


his Part faithfully : But, if a Man takes: upon him 
to make and ſeal ſuch a Covenant in God's Name, 
who is not commilſiion'd by him to do fo, we have 
no Grounds to think God is bound or ty'd to ratify 
any Part of ſuch pretended Covenant, ſince the Per- 
ſon that made it had no Authority to act in his 
Name. And ſuch a Covenant, though ungroundedly 
preſumed to be ſeal'd and ratifty'd with the Form of 
Baptiſm, muſt be null and void in it ſelf. 

The Short of the Matter is this, Baptiſm is a po- 
fitive Inſtitution or Sacrament, ordain'd by Chriſt him- 
ſelf, for the Admiſſion of Diſciples into his Church, or 
Soldiers into his Service, who are continually to fight 
againſt his and our Enemies, the World, the Fleſh, and 
the Devil; and he gave a Commiſſion to certain 
choſen Perſons, not to all his Diſciples, to admit all 
Nations into this Service or Warfare, that is, all 


Perſons in all Nations, that were willing and ready 
to 
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to come into his Service: And they were to Con- 
ih tract or Covenant with them for this Purpoſe, in 
14 the Name of the Three Perſons in the Bleſſed Tri- 
10 nity, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Gho#t, and to 
ſeal this Covenant by the Sacrament of Baptiſm. 
But ſuch as had not this Commiſſion given them, 
bad plainly no Authority to admit any into the 
Church, to make a Contract with them in the Name 
of the Bleſſed Trinity, or to ſeal this Covenant by 
the Miniſtration of the Sacrament of Baptiſm. All 
they ſhould do in this Caſe would plainly be null 
and void. That a private Soldier has as much Au- 
thority to liſt another into the Service of his Prince, 
as a private Chriſtian can have to admit a Member 
into Chriſt's Church, That a Commiſſion is abſo- 
lutely neceſſary in this Caſe, to make the Bapriſm 
valid and effectual. For, who ſhall make a Cove- 
nant, and ſeal it in God's Name, who bas receiv'd 
no Authority or Deputation from him to do ſo? 
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authorize eleven Diſciples for this Purpoſe, exclu- 
live, as you ſay, of all others; yet we find by the 
Scriptures, that ſeveral others did miniſter this Sa- 
crament ; and you your ſelf alſo, with others of 
your Profeſſion, adminiſter it to this Day. How 
does it appear, that either they or you have any 
Commiſſion for this Miniſtry, more than any other 

Chriſtian ?- Whence do you derive your Authority? 
This I confeſs is a pertinent Queſtion, and I ſhall 
endeavour to anſwer it, and hope J ſhall do it to 
your Satisfaction. 

In order to this, I will ſhew you who theſe eleven 
Diſciples were, what Authority they had, and how 
it was derived from them to others. We read 

| therefore 


k It may now, and that reaſonably too, be ask d, 1 
WA How ſhall we at this Time know, who are the Per- | 
* | ſons that are authorized, deputed, or commiſſioned & 

| 1 by Chriſt, to miniſter this Sacrament of Baptiſm ? 
1 Chri did indeed, as appears from the Context, 


OY a td. . . _ a> es — 8 
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theroſore in the Goſpel, that out of his Diſciples, 
which as I have ſhew'd you, were in all above five 
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Hundred, He choſe Twelve, whom he a'ſo named Apo- Luk, vi, 
files, One of theſe, which was Fudas Iſcariot, be- 73* _ 


tray d him, and then hang d himſelf before our Sa- Rlatth. 
viour's Crucifixion; fo that when our Lord arole xxvii. 5. 
from the Dead, there remain'd but Eleven of theſe 
Apoſtles, and to them it was that he gave this Com- 

miſſion to Baptize. But this was not all the Au- 

thority he gave them, for he ſent them even a he Joh. xx. 
was ſent by the Father, They had therefore Autho- 21 

rity to give Commiſſion to others, even as he had 

given to them : And accordingly we find, that they 

did fo, and ordain'd Elders, that is, Prieſts or Preſ- Act. xiy. 
byters in every Church. And becauſe their own 23+ 
Time was but ſhort in this World, and yet the 
Church, and the Sacraments, and Ordinances ap- 
pertaining to it, weretocontinue to all Generations; 


| they alſo veſted others, who are called Biſhops, to 


give Commitlions as they had done, and to ordain Tit. i. 5; 


| Elders in every City, For though the Apoſtles were 


not intended to continue beyond that Generation, 
yet it is evident, our Saviour deſign'd his Commiſ- 
ſion ſhould continue as long as the Earth ſhall ſtand; 
therefore at the granting of ir, he promiſes to be 
with. them always, even unto the End of the World, 
Not with the Apoſtles themſelves only, for they 
have been all dead many Hundreds of Years ; but 
with them and their Succeſſors, even to the End of 
the World. | | | 

Now, tho' Presbyters or Prieſts, and Deacons alſo, Act. viii. 
az appears from the Scriptures, received Commiſ. 5, 12. 
ſion from the Apoſtles to Preach and Baptize ; yet 
it appears alſo from the ſame Scriptures, as well as Compare 
the continued Practice of the Church, that only * Tim. v. 
Riſhops can give a Commiſſion, or Ordain. For ; Sys 
tho" there were ſeveral Elders or Presbyters in the 17, 28. 
Church of Epheſus, who were Overſeers, to feed the 

D 2 Church 
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1 Tim, i. Church of God; yet St. Paul placed Timothy there, to 


guide and govern them, and to ordain others as 
there ſhould be Occaſion, 

In the Church of England therefore, the only 
Church in this Realm, which has preſerved the Apo- 
ſtolical Succeſſion of Biſhops, you may find Perſons 
duly authoriz'd or commitlion'd to Baptize. The 
Prieſts and Deacons of this Church have receiv'd a 
Commitizon from the Apoſtles Succeſſors (who de- 
rive their Authority by a Spiritual Generation from 
the Apoſtles and Chriſe himſelf ) to Baptize and 
perform other miniſterial Offices amongſt you. But 
this Succeſſion and this Commiſſion is not to be 
found amongſt any Se& of Di/ſenters whatſoever. 
And we can ſafely defy them all, of what Denomi- 
nation or Perſuaſion foever they be, ro prove that 
they have any Call or Commiſſion, either to Bap- 
tize or perform any other miniſterial Office. 

They may perhaps ſome of them pretend to an 
inward Call or Commithon, and talk of ſecret pri- 
vate Workings of the Spirit upon them: But this 
is not a Call or Commiiſion warranted by the Scri- 
ptures. The Apoſtles were not fo called, but Chriſt 


called and choſe them publickly out of the reſt of the 


Mat. iii. 
13. 


U—ñ iv. 17. 


Diſciples, and gave them Authority by an audible 
Voice, and ſo ſent them, as he was ſent by the Fa- 
ther, who likewiſe call'd and authoriz'd him for the 
Work of the Miniftry, by a Voice from Heaven, and 


From that Time Jeſus began to Preach. So that it is 


evident, both Chriſt and his Apoſtles had an outward 


A. vi. 6. Call to the Miniſtry. And the Apoſtles alſo out- 


wardly, by Impoſition of Hands, ordain'd others 
to the miniſterial Office, So that this inward Call 


ſo much pretended to by ſome, has not the leaſt 


Foundation or Authority from Scripture to warrant it, 
Others, perhaps will pretend, that they have this 
outward Call or Commiſſion, which is warranted 
by the Scriptures, and that they have been ſolemnly 
5 ordained 


- But if no ſuch Inſtance can be brought forth, as I 
am very well aſſured none can, then it is evident 


Chriſt's Commiſſion to Baptize. 21 'F 
0 ordained to the Miniſterial Office. But then the | 
$ Queſtion is, by whom were they ordain'd ? For, if 1 
they were ordain'd by ſuch as had no Authority to | 
y give them Orders, it is the ſame as if they were not [ 
- ordain'd at all. If they ſay, they were ordain'd by | 
8 Presbyters, (or ſuch as call themſelves ſo at leaſt) let 1 
e them ſhew from the Scriptures, or the Practice of ! 
a the pure Primitive Church, or of the whole Carholick | 
* CHURCH for 1500 Years, or from the Practice 1 
n of any Heretical or Schiſmatical Church during that. ? 
d Time, that ever Presbyters were thought capable of | 
it giving Orders: If they can give one Iuſtance of any | 
e Ordination, without being performed by a Biſhop, | 
£ that was ever allowed of by the Church, to be good [ 
j- and valid, from our Saviour's Time, to the Time i 
It of FOHN CALVIN, I will yield up the Cauſe. | 
il 
n tat ſuch as are ordained by Presbyters (or by thoſe | 
i- that pretend to be ſo) have no Orders or Commiſſion | 
is at all, and all their miniſterial Acts are invalid. | 
i- They are Uſurpers of rhe ſacred Office, their Waſh- 
ſt ing, though they call it Bapriſm, is no Baptiſm 5 
e their Preaching is of no Authority, and their pre- 
le tending to adminiſter the Lord's Supper, is a moſt 
1 abominable Affront to that ſacred Ordinance. And 


1e thoſe who expect, that themſelves or their Children 
1d ſhould be made true Members of Chriſt, by their 
is pretended Baptiſm, or to be truly edified and bene- 
rd fitted by their Preaching, or to be Partakers of the 
t- Body and Blood of Chrijt by their pretended Admi- 
rs niſtration of the Lord's Supper, are moſt ſhamefully 
Wi abuſed, and moſt ſcandalouſly impoſed upon. 


ſt And for thoſe who pride themſelves with the Name 
it. of Baptized Believers, as I ſaid at the Beginning of 
is this Diſcourſe, notwithſtanding this their vain Boaſt, 
ed they are neither Baptized, nor many of them Be- 


ly lievers, For, notwithſtanding they have been plunged 
ed WEE over 
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over Head in the Waters, they cannot be ſaid to be 
baptized, ſince thoſe that ſo undertake to plunge 
them into the Water, have no Commiſſion or Au- 
. thority to Baptize : And conſequently this Dipping 
can be no true Baptiſm. Then, that they are not 
many of them Believers, is evident, from the Hete- 
rodox, Heretical Opinions, which many of them 
bold, with Relation to the Trinity and Divinity of 
our Saviour, | 
+ Conſider then, into what an unhappy Condition 
thoſe Perſons run themſelves, who forſake the Com- 
munion of the eſtabliſhed Church ; And how they 
moſt unhappily deprive themſelves of that Benefit, 
which they might and ſhould receive from the ſacred 
Inſtitutions and Ordinances of our blefled Saviour. 
As our Saviour inſtituted holy Sacraments as Seals of 
that Covenant he made with God for Mankind ; as 
he appointed them for the Benefit of every Member 
of his Body, and made them generally neceſſary to 
the Salvation of every Chriltian, ſo neceſſary, that 
no Man who has Opportunity to receive them can be 
ſaved, if he wi fuliy neglects them; ſo he appointed 
proper Othcers to adminiſter theſe Sacraments, and 
by ſuch particular Appointment of ſome, plainly 
excluded all others from doing it. How then can 
they hope to be ſaved, who neglect to receive theſe 
holy Sacraments from thoſe that have a Divine Au- 
thority to adminiſter them? A Thing, now gene- 
rally practiſed by all Parties of Diſſenters, of what 
Denomination ſoever, They moſt of them indeed 
own the Neceflity of theſe Sacraments, but are not 
duly careful ro conſider from whom they ought to 
receive them. Whereas, it is evident, that if they 
are not miniſtered by ſuch as are commiſſioned, 
according to Chriſt's Ordinance for that Purpoſe, 
they are not the Sacraments of Chriſt, who no leſs 
appointed who ſhould miniſter . them, than be 
appointed or inſtituted the Sacraments themſelves, 
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Chrift's Commiſſion to Baptize. 23 
oſe therefore, who wilfully run from the Eſta- 
bliſd Church, and feek Baptiſm for themlelves or 
their Children, amongſt any Sect of Diſſenters, do 
indeed wilfully deprive themſelves of all the Bene- 
firs of Baptiſm, They think they receive this Sa- 
crament, but it is from thoſe who have no Right to 
Adminiſter it, and conſequently receive not the 
Sacrament it ſelf, but the Profanation of that Holy 
Myſtery. And if this Sacramenc be generally ne- 
ceſſary to Salvation, as it certainly is, I ſee not how 
they can be ſaved, according to the Revealed Will 
of God. All the Hopes we can have for them, muſt 
be drawn from God's Uncovenanted Mercies : And 
how far thoſe may be faved by them, who put 
ſuch a Slight upon his Covenant, I cannot deter- [ 
mine. *T'is poſſible, he may make large Allow- | 
ances to the Prejudices of an unhappy Education, | 
but he has made no Promiles in this Caſe, and there- {| 
fore we cannot ſay directly, that he will do ſo: For, | 
we can make no Promiſes for God, but only ac- 
quaint Men with what he has actually promiſed. 
We find no Promiſe made to an unbaptiz'd Per- 
ſon, nor have we any Ground from Scripture to 
lay, Thar Baptiſm is valid, when performed by one 
who has received no Commiſſion to Baptize, which 
Commiſſion it is certain, none of our Diſſenters 
have, 

Wboſoever therefore leaves the Church of Eng- 
land, and runs over to any Party of Oiſſenters, and 
ſeeks to receive this Sacrament of Baptiſm at their 
Hands, to ſay no worſe, puts his Salvation to a very 
great Hazard; and indeed, has no Grounds to ex- 
pect it from any of the Promiſes of God. For 
though there is a faithful Promiſe, That he that Mar. xvi. 
believeth and is baptiz'd ſpall Le ſaved, yet, there is 16, | 
no Promile to the Unbeptiz'd, tho! he be a Believer : | 
Neither can thoſe be ſaid to be truly baptiz'd, who 
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: 
are baptiz d by ſuch as have no Authority, no Com- 


miſſion ro Adminiſter that Sacrament. 
Since then, all that ſeek to receive Baptiſm amongſt 


the Diſſenters, run ſuch an apparent Hazard of their 


Salvation, receiving indeed no Baptiſm at all : I 
hope I ſhall not need many Words, to perſuade you 
to avoid the Communion of fuch Perſons, that you 
be not led or ſeduced by them into Errors, which 
may prove of ſuch fatal Cnſequence to your own, 
and your Children's Eternal Welfare. As therefore 
you would ſecure to your ſelves, an Everlaſting 
Life of Happineſs in Heaven : Let me entreat you, 
to continue Firm and Stedfaſt in the Communion of 


the Eſrabliſh'd CHURCH; and my Soul for yours, 
if your Life be agreeable to that Communion, Let 


your Practice be conformable to your Baptiſmal 
Covenant, which you made in our CH u RC RH, and 
after this Life ended, you will undoubtedly be made 
Partakers of an Inheritance with the Saints in Light, 
through the Merits of Jeſus Cbriſt our Saviour. 
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